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Current OLLI Members may register through the online registration system (click here) found at OLLI’s 
website, www.olliatclemson.org.  Register by phone at 864-633-5242; please note that payments can be made 

by credit card only at this time.  Additional classes will be announced by the end of May! 
 
 

Title  Number of 

Sessions 

Date Course Begins  Time Course 

Begins 

Page 

# 

Modern Western Political Philosophy 10 Thursday, May 21 1:30 p.m.  2 

Bob Dylan: Music, Message, Meaning  8 Wednesday, May 27 3:00 p.m. 3 

Keeping Up With the Rest of the World 8 Thursday, May 21 10:30 a.m.  2 

The Golden Age of the American Book Musical – Part 1 5 Monday, June 1 10:00 a.m.  4 

The Golden Age of the American Book Musical – Part 2 5 Monday, July 13 10:00 a.m.  8 

Beyond the Frame:  American History through 

Artworks at the Smithsonian American Art Museum 

4 Wednesday, July 29 1:30 p.m.  10 

Egyptomania at the Cleveland Museum of Art 4 Monday, June 8 1:00 p.m.  5 

Intro to Islam – Part 1 4 Tuesday, May 26 9:00 a.m.  3 

Intro to Islam – Part 2 4 Tuesday, June 30 9:00 a.m.  7 

Aging in Place: Concepts and Planning for Your Future 3 Friday, June 12 11:00 a.m.  6 

Mistrust of Science in the Age of COVID-19 3 Thursday, June 4 11:00 a.m.  4 

Red Tides and Bad Fish: Harmful Algae Blooms 3 Friday, June 12 2:00 p.m.  6 

Concepts of National Security Strategy and A Broad 

Approach for Strategy Development 

2 Wednesday, June 10 11:00 a.m. 5 

Robert E. Peary’s Fraudulent Claim to the North Pole 2 Tuesday, June 23 1:00 p.m. 7 

An Armchair Look at Jocassee Gorges 1 Friday, July 10  10:00 a.m.  8 

Android Apps for Seniors 1 Tuesday, June 23 10:00 a.m.  6 

Canine Companions: Dogs Appearing in the Collections 

of the Cleveland Museum of Art 

1 Thursday, July 16 10:00 a.m.  9 

D-Day Through the Eyes of Curtis C. Norbeck 1 Friday, June 5 10:00 a.m.  4 

From the Romans to a Man Named Pearl: A Brief 

History of Topiary  

1 Wednesday, July 15 10:00 a.m.  9 

Google Photos: Free Backup and Organization 1 Thursday, May 21 2:00 p.m.  2 

Google Slides 1 Thursday, May 28 2:00 p.m.  3 

Learning from Nature:  Biomimicry and Solutions to 

Climate Change 

1 Friday, June 26 10:00 a.m.  7 

Pat Conroy as Lifelong Learner 1 Wednesday, July 1 9:30 a.m.  8 

The Panama Canal:  Amazing History, Marvelous 

Engineering 

1 Monday, July 13 3:00 p.m.  9 

  

https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/Search/Registration.aspx
http://www.olliatclemson.org/
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NEW! Keeping Up with the Rest of the World 
8 Thursdays, May 21 to July 9 
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $62 
Foreign affairs geeks and current events junkies yearning to hear the latest from the world-wide commentariat on China, 
Iran, North Korea and Russia are invited to join this lively and provocative discussion group. The moderator will send out 
timely commentary from the best and brightest of foreign policy experts; participants will review and discuss until a 
consensus is reached worthy of a weekly report to the United States State Department and the Intelligence Services. The 
eight-week session will be enhanced (hopefully) as each participant finds and curates additional timely discussion 
material.  This session is a culmination of former courses, including “World Order,” the “OLLI War College,” the 
“Countdown to Brexit,” and the “Irish Troubles.” No prerequisites are required, save a keen interest in keeping updated 
as to the trends in world geopolitics. 

Chip Stapleton, Board of Advisors Chairman of Clemson OLLI, has been the facilitator of discussion groups focusing on 
current world events, their impact on the relationship among nations that have demonstrated warlike foreign policies 
and support for terrorist activities, and those who exhibit steadfast opposition to such behavior. 

 
Modern Western Political Philosophy: Hobbes to Habermas (Continued)  
10 Thursdays, May 21 to July 23 
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Zoom Virtual Classroom  
Tuition: $62 
The development of liberal republicanism—democracy rests on key values that are often in tension. This discussion-
based course examines arguments for and against capitalism, liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, anarchism, 
communism, economic justice, warfare and ethics, feminism, multiculturalism, postmodernism, environmentalism, and 
the proper role of government.  The conversation is based upon a 30-minute “Great Courses” lecture; each week, 
participants will receive a link to view the lecture at their convenience.  The hour-long course will be discussion only.    
 
Larry McCollough received his Ph.D. in philosophy from Emory University. He taught for two years at Willamette 
University in Salem, Oregon, then five years at Wake Forest University and thirty years at Clemson University before 
retiring in 1998.  Jon Becker currently serves on the OLLI Board of Advisors.   

 
Google Photos: Free (Yes, Free) Backup and Organization for Your Photos 
Thursday, May 21 
2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
Get to know Google Photos! This is an application (app) you can use on both your phone and computer; you can set the 
photos and videos that you take with your phone’s camera to be backed up in your Google Photos account. The storage 
is free, unlimited and automatic; it is accessible from any other computer or device logged in to your Google Photos. 
We’ll also explore how to organize and edit photos!  You will need a Google account to use this app; if you use Gmail, 
you’ll just need your username and password.  Have your phone and computer handy after the class, for a potential 
practice session.  
 
Laurie Holleman Sherrod earned a B.A. from Clemson University and an M.A.T. from the Citadel. She has 40+ years of 
teaching experience in math, computer science, and computer technologies. She is a certified Google Apps for Education 
trainer. She is currently working in Clemson University’s Information Technology Helpdesk, writing knowledge-based 
articles about using computers at Clemson. 

https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/ProgramDetail/3331353236/Registration.aspx
https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/ProgramDetail/3331353237/Registration.aspx
https://reg138.imperisoft.com/ClemsonUniversity/ProgramDetail/3331353238/Registration.aspx
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Introduction to Islam - Part 1 
4 Tuesdays, May 26 to June 16 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $35 
Islam is an Abrahamic, monotheistic religion with more than 1.8 billion followers around the world, second only to 
Christianity in numbers. Here we explore the structure, beliefs and practices of Islam without rhetoric or politics 
involved. Topics in this course include the pillars of Islam, the life of Prophet Muhammad, and an introduction to Qur’an.  
Recommended texts include The Holy Qur’an in Today’s English by Yahya Emerick, What Everyone Should Know about 
Islam by John L. Esposito, and Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time by Karen Armstrong.  Part 1 will be followed by Part 
2 later in the Summer 2020 Term; but participation in both sections is optional. 

Dr. Akif Aydin has a bachelor’s degree in economics from Ankara University and a master’s degree from Florida State 
University. He earned his Ph.D. in Economics at Clemson University. Dr. Aydin teaches economics at USC Upstate and 
Islam at OLLI at Furman University. Dr. Aydin recently founded Advocates for Justice and Human Rights, to address the 
human rights violations in Turkey. He is serving as the President of Atlantic Institute of South Carolina. 

 
Bob Dylan: Music, Message, Meaning 

8 Wednesdays, May 27 to July 15 

3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Zoom Virtual Classroom 

Tuition: $62 
Bob Dylan’s long career has puzzled many and inspired many more. We’ll examine Dylan’s life, his music, his stances and 
beliefs, and his enormous impact upon music and society. The sessions will include lectures and discussions; we will 
listen to significant songs that cemented his artistic reputation and reveal his personal struggles and convictions. We’ll 
consider what others have said and thought about him and what Dylan has said about his own significance. Far from 
being too serious, we will also enjoy his amazing music and his creativity. Recommended reading for this course is The 
Dylanologists: Adventures in the Land of Bob by David Kinney.  

Charles Blakely is a graduate of Erskine College, Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, and Duquesne University. He 
has taught at the University of South Carolina and Presbyterian College, and previously taught courses in the history of 
rock and roll music for Clemson OLLI, Furman OLLI and for Anderson University’s Lifelong Learning Institute. He is a child 
of the 60s, went to many rock concerts, and has a large record collection. 

 
NEW! Google Slides 
Thursday, May 28 
2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
As Microsoft Office has gotten more expensive – the Google Apps are a great alternative!  In this class, we will explore 
Google Slides – the Google presentation app that is like Microsoft PowerPoint.  Learn how to upload PowerPoint files to 
Google Drive and then open/edit them in Google Slides.  We will also discuss how to create your own new Google Slides 
files for educational, presentation, and personal purposes – showcasing your own pictures and videos.  You can even 
add narration or music!  Slides can be shared with other collaborators – or made public for anyone you share the link 
with to view. Finally, Slides can be used on computers, tablets, or phones.  

Laurie Holleman Sherrod earned a B.A. from Clemson University and an M.A.T. from the Citadel. She has 40+ years of 
teaching experience in math, computer science and technologies. She is a certified Google Apps for Education trainer. 
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NEW! The Golden Age of the American Book Musical – Part 1 

5 Mondays, June 1 to 29 

10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Zoom Virtual Classroom 

Tuition: $49 
The American book musical, where music, lyrics, dance, etc. all served to move a story forward, reigned supreme from 
about the mid-1920s through the dawning of rock and roll in the 1960s.  We'll examine some of the people whose work 
we still treasure today.  Jerome Kern is the subject of the first week’s session, while the remaining four sessions will split 
between the legends Rodgers & Hart & Hammerstein and The Gershwins.  Part 2 of this course will be held later in the 
Summer 2020 Term; participation in both sections is not required. 
 
Jim Nicholson is retired after a career in financial services which left him unqualified to teach anything. However, 
diligent research works wonders and he has taught, and continues to teach, courses on a variety of subjects at OLLI at 
USC-Beaufort and OLLI at Furman University. 

 
NEW! Mistrust of Science in the Age of COVID-19 
3 Thursdays, June 4 to 18 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $29 
Many of us are frustrated by increasing public mistrust of science, which was already visible in global warming doubters 
and the anti-vaccination movement. Dr. Mack states, “I have long thought that a lot of the problem was that the public 
wanted science to give them facts and did not understand that it is the strength of science that it keeps changing.” In the 
case of COVID-19 we cannot avoid that the science is in the early stages, but interestingly the politicized debate has 
increasingly become not about distrust of the process of science, but about whether the data is accurate. This class will 
be a conversation about public attitudes towards science, starting from an article about the mistrust of science; click 
here for article access. 
 
Pam Mack is a professor in the History Department at Clemson, specializing in History of Technology, History of Science, 
and Environmental History. She is a widow, a guardian for a sister with developmental disabilities, and a council member 
at Peace Church.  

 
D-Day through the Eyes of Curtis C. Norbeck 
Friday, June 5 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
The term “D-Day” is a military designation for the day on which a combat operation will be initiated; the most well-
known use of “D-Day” refers to that of the Normandy landings, June 6, 1944. More than 150,000 men in the Allied 
forces landed on the French coast, including Curtis C. Norbeck, the instructor’s father. He landed at Omaha Beach on D-
day minus 30 minutes as a naval gun liaison officer. Participants will look at his top-secret maps and his reports from 
that pivotal event; examine this singular historic event through the eyes of one who experienced it.  
 
Nan Jones has a bachelor’s degree from Wake Forest College and a Master of Education and History from UNC-
Charlotte. She served three years on the National Council for the Social Studies and was an officer at the state level for 
six years. She has taught genealogy classes through OLLI, Clemson Area African American Museum, Artist Loft, Tamassee 
DAR School, and Oconee Heritage Center. 

https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-mistrust-of-science
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-mistrust-of-science
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NEW! Egyptomania at the Cleveland Museum of Art 
4 Mondays, June 8 to 29 
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition:  $12 per individual session; $39 for entire program 
Discover the ingenuity of the one of the world’s earliest civilizations, which for millennia maintained a strikingly unique, 
complex and stable culture that heavily influenced the later cultures of Europe.  Featuring artifacts from the museum’s 
collection, each of these interactive live sessions with a museum curator and educator will explore a particular historical 
subject.  Participants are welcome to register for one, two, three or all four sessions. 
 

• Introduction to Daily Life (June 8):  Through the use of art and artifacts, participants explore Egypt’s natural 
environment and aspects of daily life such as food, clothing, shelter and recreation. 

• Hieroglyphics (June 15):  Learn how to decipher some of the sacred writing of Egypt in this examination of a 
communication system more than 4,000 years old. 

• Mummies (June 22):  Find out how the Egyptian desire for an eternal afterlife contributed to the ritual of 
mummifications.  Learn about the process of mummification and see ancient artifacts such as canopic jars, 
mummy cases and amulets. 

• Animals (June 29):  Why were so many Egyptian gods portrayed as part human and part animal?  Explore how 
ancient Egyptians observed animal behavior and ascribed animal characteristics to their gods. 

 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, internationally renowned for its substantial holdings of Asian and Egyptian art, houses a 
diverse permanent collection of more than 61,000 works of art from around the world. The museum provides general 
admission free to the public. With a $755 million endowment, it is the fourth-wealthiest art museum in the country, and 
with approximately 770,000 visitors annually (2018), it is one of the most visited art museums in the world. 

NEW! Concepts of National Security Strategy and A Broad Approach for Strategy Development 
2 Wednesdays, June 10 and 17 
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $29 
In simple terms, a strategy addresses the ends, ways, means, and risk … however, developing a coherent strategy is not 
simple. The modern strategic environment poses significant challenges, which are evolving at considerable speed. The 
best “insurance” for strategic success is to diligently and systematically work through the fundamentals of strategic 
logic. Strategists must not “pre-judge” the outcome or decide on a preferred strategic approach at the outset, and then 
manipulate the logic to justify that approach. Even a significant power differential in one’s own favor does not guarantee 
success. Time again, superior powers have learned that skilled, determined, and creative adversaries can find ways to 
minimize their opponent’s superior capabilities and create leverage of their own that creates a more level playing field.   
 
Rickey E. Smith served as an Army Senior Executive for 15 years at Joint, Interagency, Multinational, and Service forums 
across the National Capital Region. He holds a Master of Science in National Security Strategy from the National War 
College.  In 2016, the President of the United States of America conferred the civilian rank of Meritorious Senior 
Professional. In 2019, the Secretary of the Army bestowed the Decoration for Exceptional Civilian Service, highest award 
bestowed to Army civilian employees.  Retired as Army Colonel, he commanded an Army brigade, represented U.S. 
during international arms control negotiations, and was appointed DoD Coordinating Officer for homeland security upon 
9-11 attacks. 
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NEW! Aging in Place: Concepts and Planning for Your Future 
3 Fridays, June 12 to 26 
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $39 
Aging in place has been a popular buzzword in the senior care and living industry for the last two decades and chances 
are you have the desire to “age in place.” However, what does it mean and are you prepared? This course will provide a 
comprehensive look at the key concepts and elements of aging in place starting from theoretical perspectives to 
applicable ways to age successfully in our environments. This course provides a holistic perspective on aging in place, 
focusing on more than just physical surroundings but also our social, psychological, and cultural aspects that influence 
this journey. We will examine ways to overcome barriers that one may face as they age. Participants will discuss the 
ethnography Aging our Way by Meike Loe, to understand and apply its concepts. 
 
Amanda Young obtained her B.S. in Psychology with a minor in Gerontology from Mansfield University, her M.S. in 
Gerontology from McDaniel College, and is currently a doctoral candidate in Gerontology at Concordia University 
Chicago. She is the Director of BeWell@Home with the Lutheran Homes of South Carolina, the state’s first and only 
continuing care-at-home program.  

 
Red Tides and Bad Fish: Harmful Algae Blooms (HABs) 
3 Fridays, June 12 to 26 
2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $39 
Our Zoom classes are a constant reminder of the existence of lethal microbes. And yet we owe our very existence to 
microorganisms. Every human breath has contained oxygen produced by marine algae. After kickstarting life as we know 
it, microalgae then fed us by forming the basis of the food chain. However, when algae “bloom” or are toxic, they too 
can become lethal microbes. We will study the cute dinoflagellates which cause the infamous “red tides.” We will also 
study the effects of toxins produced by diatoms; microbes so beautiful they inspired an art form. We will also explore 
our future relationship with algae as we seek to mitigate climate change. 
 
Victoria Welborn has a passion for learning, teaching, and science. She has spent most of her adult life in libraries, 
classrooms and labs as a student, teacher, researcher, or facilitator. Victoria spent 30+ years running academic science 
libraries and information programs. In 2011 she earned a Masters in biological oceanography from UC Santa Cruz, where 
she studied harmful algae in the Monterey Bay. She has taught OLLI classes on science and science and society. 

 
NEW! Android Apps for Seniors 
Tuesday, June 23 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
If you thought technology was only for the younger set, think again! In 2016, research showed that 42% of all seniors 
owned a smartphone. With that smartphone comes the opportunity for many apps, and those who create apps know 
that we are an entirely different demographic.  In this course, we’ll discover and discuss informational, helpful, medical, 
and entertaining Android apps to help you stay connected and organized. Please have your Android phone or tablet 
handy during class.  
 
Anne Snider retired from the School District of Pickens County after working 13 years at Clemson Elementary and 3 
years in Communications at the district office. She has used technology since the first computers came out and loves 
using the tools technology offers. She currently serves as webmaster for the Clemson Downs Property Owners 
Association and during our stay at home time has been training seniors in using Zoom, DoorDash, and delivery services. 
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Robert E. Peary’s Fraudulent Claim to the North Pole 
2 Tuesdays, June 23 and 30 
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $29 
For over a century, Robert E Peary has been credited with having been first to the North Pole.  However, it is easy to 
show that he was a fraud; (un-biased) experts agree that his claim was a fake ... and he knew it was.  A short description 
of the arctic and its history will precede an overall view of Peary’s 1909 expedition, the one in which he claimed to have 
reached the North Pole.  Following that, a presentation of many “curious facts" relevant to that claim, should be enough 
to convince anyone about the truth. In the next session, elementary navigation will be lightly explained in order to easily 
destroy the attempts by the National Geographic Society, among others, to continue to support Peary’s claim. Further, 
careless statements by the Smithsonian Institution, the New York Times, and others will be noted - truly an eye-opener. 
 
Myles Standish, Ph.D. in astronomy from Yale, spent most of his career at Caltech’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, providing 
accurate planetary positions to the spacecraft navigation team as well as to the world’s major almanac offices. He has 
spoken at professional meetings, astronomy departments, and civic groups, and was a guest lecturer on the Queen Mary 
II. Asteroid “3420 Standish” was named in his honor. 

 
NEW! Learning from Nature:  Biomimicry and Solutions to Climate Change  
Friday, June 26 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
Now on virtual exhibit at the Museum of Design Atlanta, Learning from Nature: The Future of Design demonstrates how 
designers are finding sustainable solutions to human challenges by emulating nature's time-tested patterns and 
strategies.  This course includes a virtual tour of the exhibit and a facilitated, interactive discussion with exhibition 
curator Veronica Klucik.  The conversation will explore examples of how design is looking to the natural world to solve 
the challenge of man-made climate change in particular and will challenge the participants to design solutions as well. 
 
The Museum of Design Atlanta is the only museum in the South dedicated to design. Formed in 1989 as the Atlanta 
International Museum of Art & Design, its mission is to celebrate design as a creative force that inspires change, 
transforms lives, and makes the world a better place.  The Learning From Nature exhibit was curated in collaboration 
with the Biomimicry Institute and with the help of Jeannette Yean, Director of the Center for Biologically Inspired Design 
at Georgia Tech.   

 
Introduction to Islam - Part 2 
4 Tuesdays, June 30 to July 21 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $35 
Islam is an Abrahamic, monotheistic religion with more than 1.8 billion followers around the world, second only to 
Christianity in numbers. Here we explore the structure, beliefs and practices of Islam without rhetoric or politics 
involved. Topics in this course include the pillars of Islam, the life of Prophet Muhammad, and an introduction to Qur’an. 
This Part 2 of 2 continues the conversation from Part 1, but attendance in Part 1 is not required. 

Dr. Akif Aydin has a bachelor’s degree in economics from Ankara University and a master’s degree from Florida State 
University. He earned his Ph.D. in Economics at Clemson University. Dr. Aydin teaches economics at USC Upstate and 
Islam at OLLI at Furman University. Dr. Aydin recently founded Advocates for Justice and Human Rights, to address the 
human rights violations in Turkey. He is serving as the President of Atlantic Institute of South Carolina. 
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NEW! Pat Conroy as Lifelong Learner 
Wednesday, July 1 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
“Open yourself up to all experience. Let life pour through you the way light pours through leaves.”—Pat Conroy 
Explore Pat Conroy’s lifelong commitment to education through stories of some of the mentors he sought out later in 
life and lessons he learned along the way, changing the course of his storied life as a bestselling author—including 
Conroy’s relationships with James Dickey, Nathalie Dupree, and the editors of his early books. Conroy’s inspiring role as 
both a lifelong learner and a lifelong teacher will be discussed in a presentation augmented with video and audio clips, 
photographs, and excerpts from published and unpublished materials.  
 
Jonathan Haupt is the executive director of the nonprofit Pat Conroy Literary Center and the former director of the 
University of South Carolina Press, where he created the Story River Books fiction imprint with Pat Conroy. He is co-
editor with Nicole Seitz of the anthology Our Prince of Scribes: Writers Remember Pat Conroy, the recipient of a dozen 
book awards. Under Jonathan’s leadership, the Conroy Center has been honored as South Carolina’s first affiliate of the 
American Writers Museum, second American Library Association Literary Landmark, and winner of Beaufort’s 2019 
Civitas Award for Tourism Leadership. Earlier this year, Jonathan was recognized with the Doug Marlette Literacy 
Leadership Award presented by the Pulpwood Queens, the largest book club in the U.S. 

 
NEW! The Golden Age of the American Book Musical – Part 2 
5 Mondays, July 13 to August 10 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $49 
The American book musical, where music, lyrics, dance, etc. all served to move a story forward, reigned supreme from 
about the mid-1920s through the dawning of rock and roll in the 1960s.  We'll examine some of the people whose work 
we still treasure today.  In this second part of the topic discussion, subjects include Cole Porter, the duo of Lerner and 
Loewe, and Frank Loesser.  Participation in Part 1 is not required to attend Part 2! 
 
Jim Nicholson is retired after a career in financial services which left him unqualified to teach anything. However, 
diligent research works wonders and he has taught, and continues to teach, courses on a variety of subjects at OLLI at 
USC-Beaufort and OLLI at Furman University.  

 
NEW! An Armchair Look at Jocassee Gorges 
Friday, July 10 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
Enjoy this virtual field trip which explores the natural and cultural diversity of Jocassee Gorges. This field trip will include 
stops at Jumping-Off Rock, Devils Fork State Park’s Oconee Bell Trail, Sassafras Mountain observation tower, the 
Foothills Trail, Bad Creek Hydro Project, Eastatoe Creek Heritage Preserve, Coon Branch Natural Area, and the Bully 
Mountain plane crash monument site. Trip discussion topics will include natural history and wildlife and forest 
management strategies such as hunting and prescribed burning. Normally no pets are allowed on this trip, but if you 
would like to have your favorite pet at your side during your computer viewing, feel free! 
 
Greg Lucas, a native South Carolinian, has worked in conservation outreach with the S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources for 30 years. He is SCDNR coordinator with the Upstate Master Naturalist Program and is on the board of the 
Foothills Trail Conservancy. This will be his 36th semester with OLLI at Clemson. 



9 
 

The Panama Canal: Amazing History, Marvelous Engineering 
Monday, July 13 
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
The story of the Panama Canal has it all: a unique cast of characters, the costly railroad, the tragedy of the French 
disaster, lethal diseases, sleazy politics, the U.S. carrying a “Big Stick,” the American triumph, a promising future, and 
above all, fascinating engineering.  The talk will give the whole story, amply illustrated with pictures and photographs. 
 
Myles Standish, Ph.D. in astronomy from Yale, spent most of his career at Caltech’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, providing 
accurate planetary positions to the spacecraft navigation team as well as to the world’s major almanac offices. He has 
spoken at professional meetings, astronomy departments, and civic groups, and was a guest lecturer on the Queen Mary 
II. Asteroid “3420 Standish” was named in his honor. 

 

 
NEW! From the Romans to a Man Named Pearl: A Brief History of Topiary 
Wednesday, July 15 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $19 
Topiary is said to have been invented by a friend of the ancient Roman emperor Augustus and is known to have been 
practiced in the 1st century.  Defined as the horticultural practice of training perennial plants, topiary has been used to 
define the landscape, create a sense of wonder and demonstrate a gardener’s mastery of the natural world.  In this 
course we will explore topiary from the 16th century, the peculiarities of English topiary and see some of the best 
examples in modern gardens.  We’ll also get to know Pearl Fryar, a self-taught topiarist from Bishopville, South Carolina, 
whose garden was the subject of the award-winning documentary “A Man Named Pearl.”  
 
Julie Vidotto was the lead educator for topiary displays at both Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia and the 
Chicago Botanic Garden in Glencoe, Illinois.  Her favorite portable topiary pieces were a flock of life-sized geese that 
would mysteriously move around Callaway Gardens and sported scarves and hats in the wintertime.  

 
NEW! Canine Companions:  Dogs Appearing in the Collections of the Cleveland Museum of Art 
Thursday, July 16 
10:00 a.m.  to 11:00 a.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $15 
At our feet, in our laps, and at the door, dogs have been humankind’s companions for millennia.  See how artists from 
ancient times to the present have used a variety of media to represent canines as status symbols, friends, protective 
spirits and eager assistants at the hunt.  Join this interactive, docent-led examination of “man’s best friend!” 
 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, internationally renowned for its substantial holdings of Asian and Egyptian art, houses a 
diverse permanent collection of more than 61,000 works of art from around the world. The museum provides general 
admission free to the public. With a $755 million endowment, it is the fourth-wealthiest art museum in the country, and 
with approximately 770,000 visitors annually (2018), it is one of the most visited art museums in the world. 
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NEW! Beyond the Frame:  American History through Artworks at the Smithsonian American Art Museum 
4 Wednesdays, July 29 to August 19 
1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Classroom 
Tuition: $45 
Artists give us a diverse window on American life, reflecting the cultural, social, and political climate of the time in which 
they work. Explore the question, “What does art reveal about America?” as you examine better- and lesser known 
aspects of American history to reframe your perspective.  Join Smithsonian American Art Museum leaders as they 
facilitate an interactive examination of America through the eyes of diverse artists in four discussion-based sessions, 
each focused on a separate era: 
 

• Seeing Is Thinking: Learn the languages of art and consider the many choices artists make when creating their 
works. Here we focus on the analysis, interpretation, and critique of artworks, providing a foundation and 
common vocabulary for subsequent sessions.  

 

• Early America: As a diverse group of people living in New England and New Spain became a new nation, they 
created early American art that tells the story of national ambitions, territorial expansion and displacement, and 
the beginnings of industry. 
 

• Wars At Home and Abroad: Beginning with the Civil War and stretching through WWII, artists’ depictions of 
America during troubled times reflect a changing national identity. Themes include the effect of the Civil War on 
soldiers, families, and African Americans; the ideals and debates related to Reconstruction plans; life during the 
Great Depression and subsequent New Deal programs; and the World War II home front experience. 
 

• Contemporary Life: Americans entering the post-War era experienced a boom time clouded by global 
uncertainty. Artists grappled with how to reflect America’s changing social and political landscape: some raised 
questions about the value of art and history, while others confronted issues of race and gender inequality. 
Themes may include works made in response to various movements (Civil Rights, social justice movements like 
the Farm Workers boycotts, the feminist movement), the role of technology in modern life, and works that ask 
us: “What does it mean to be an American today?” 

 
The Smithsonian American Art Museum, formerly the National Museum of American Art, holds one of the world’s 
largest and most inclusion collections of art, from the colonial period to the present, made in the United States. The 
Museum and its branch museum, the Renwick Gallery, represent the work of more than 7,000 artists. 

 

 

variety of media to represent canines as status symbols, friends, protective spirits, and eager assistants at the hunt. 


